Haem biosynthesis in the unconjugated hyperbilirubinaemias: observations in the Gunn rat model.
Disturbances of the enzymes of haem biosynthesis have been reported in patients with unconjugated hyperbilirubinaemia. We have examined the excretion of haem precursors in the Gunn rat which suffers from severe unconjugated hyperbilirubinaemia. In urine, levels of aminolaevulinic acid and total porphyrin were significantly reduced when compared to controls. In feces both coproporphyrin and protoporphyrin levels were reduced in Gunn rats, the former being more affected. Blood porphyrin levels in control and Gunn rats were similar.